
As people of faith, and citizens of the United States, it has become essential for American Baptist Churches of 

Metropolitan New York to be a voice within the American Baptist communion and among other religious 

communions to call for public discussion and changed social policies to raise our collective consciousness to 

interrupt and bring an end to senseless episodes of gun violence in this country. ABCMNY now feels 

compelled to speak again about this issue, at a time when others in our denomination are reluctant to speak 

out, or their contexts will not allow them to express a collective voice of concern regarding gun violence.  

Toward this end, the members of the Public Mission Committee have met and have identified that 

increasingly high incidences of firearm-related injuries and deaths has become a social justice issue of 

continuing concern, and is a high priority world and nationwide public health issue. After reviewing additional 

research since our last statement on this issue, the committee has identified the following. 

THE SITUATION 
Throughout the world, through gun violence, mass numbers of persons are being killed. This is particularly 

true in the United States, where we have experienced over 354 mass shootings (those involving four or more 

victims) in 2017-2018 alone.1 Shootings in Parkland, Charlottesville, Las Vegas, Charleston, Fort Lauderdale, 

Orlando, San Bernardino, Aurora, Oak Creek, Tucson, Fort Hood, Virginia Tech, Columbine and Sandy Hook 

are among the most publicized incidents. Many of these incidents involved the use of either high-capacity 

magazines or assault weapons. The growing prevalence of private ownership of such weapons is part of the 

problem.  

According to the Gun Violence Archive, a non-profit organization that monitors gun violence related 

statistics, on a daily basis, over 2400 people have died as a result of gun violence in the first two months of 

2018 alone2, which averages 1200 deaths a month. Research done by the Pew Research Center indicates that 

about a third of all Americans with children under the age of 18 living at home, have a gun in their 

households. This includes 34% of families with children younger than 12.3 An estimated 40 percent of these 

guns are sold without a criminal background check. Many firearms are purchased at gun shows and other 

venues which do not require background checks.4 

                                                             

1 https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/business/wonkblog/mass-shooting-definition/(as accessed on 3/5/18) 
2 http://www.gunviolencearchive.org/ (as accessed on 3/5/18) 
3 http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2014/07/15/the-demographics-and-politics-of-gun-owning-households/  (as accessed on 
3/5/18) 
4 http://faithsunited.org/ (as accessed on 3/5/18) On Martin Luther King Day, January 17 2011, 24 national faith groups announced 
the formation of “Faiths United to Prevent Gun Violence,” a diverse coalition of denominations and faith-based organizations united 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/business/wonkblog/mass-shooting-definition/(as


ABCMNY Public Mission Committee // Gun Violence Statement // Adopted March 20, 2018 // Page 2 of 6 

 

Neighborhoods, schools, and homes are overexposed to the threat that the increasing numbers of privately 

owned guns contribute to increased suicides, homicides and accidents. We believe the development of an 

increasingly armed society will not enhance public security, but will increase the probability that further 

tragedies will ensue.  

THE ISSUES 
1. SECOND AMENDMENT RIGHTS 

Firearms have been a part of the history, identity and culture of the United States. Many people see 

them as important symbols and critical to ensure their survival. Therefore, we need to be sensitive to 

the ways in which our understanding of the right to keep and bear arms has developed over time, 

and is an integral part of our nation’s emergence and identity. The Second Amendment to the 

Constitution guarantees an individual’s right to “keep and bear arms.” The Supreme Court has 

consistently upheld this right, but SCOTUS has also made it clear that this right is “not unlimited.”5 It 

is inherent to our public social contract that individual liberties must always be balanced against the 

common good. No personal freedoms can be so broadly construed that they are allowed to interfere 

with others’ rights and the societal mandate to preserve human life. Gun ownership is not an 

exception. Therefore, while we must respect the personal rights of hunters and other private gun 

owners to legally own firearms, we must also insist that the laws that govern gun ownership make 

sense and protect human life wherever possible. 

2. THE NEED FOR SAFE COMMUNITIES 

A critical concern for people of faith in America is the safety of our communities. Gun violence is a 

major threat to that safety. Therefore, we must consider options that have demonstrated their 

effectiveness in reducing threats and violence. The reduction of the illegal trafficking of weapons has 

been effective in some contexts. Research conducted by “Faiths United to Prevent Gun Violence” has 

revealed that background checks for private gun sales have reduced illegal gun trafficking within 

states that employ them by 48 percent while strong, enforced gun dealer licensing laws have 

reduced illegal gun trafficking within states that employ them by 64 percent.6  

3. THE CONNECTION BETWEEN GUN VIOLENCE AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

As is the case with most forms of violence, gun violence is not just something that happens between 

strangers. It is also associated with the intimate violence that plagues far too many families. The 

“Mayors Against Gun Violence” research7 revealed a noteworthy connection between mass shooting 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    

by the call of our faiths to confront America’s gun violence epidemic and to rally support for policies that reduce death and injury 
from gunfire. 
5 District of Columbia versus Heller 
6 Faithsunited.org (as accessed on 3/5/18) 
7 http://libcloud.s3.amazonaws.com/9/f8/9/1098/1/mass_shootings_2009-13_-_jan_29_12pm.pdf (as accessed on 3/6/2013) 
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incidents and domestic violence. In at least 17 cases (40%), the shooter killed a current spouse, a 

former spouse, or an intimate partner. At least 6 of those shooters had prior domestic violence 

charges. Therefore, if we are going to take action to reduce gun violence, we will need to consider 

the larger social problems of intimate violence as well.  

4. THE CONNECTION BETWEEN GUN VIOLENCE AND MENTAL HEALTH 

PROBLEMS 

Something else to consider is the relationship between gun violence and mental health problems. It 

seems self-evident that emotionally disturbed people who are prone to violence as a result of their 

illness should not have access to firearms. However, our laws appear to be ineffective in preventing 

them from obtaining firearms. In the previously mentioned report from “Mayors Against Gun 

Violence”8 4 of the 43 incidents (9%) researched included evidence that concerns about the mental 

health of the shooter had been brought to the attention of a medical practitioner, school official or 

legal authority prior to the shooting. Nonetheless, these shooters were not prohibited from owning, 

obtaining or accessing firearms. 

5. OUR CULTURE OF VIOLENCE 

We need to consider the social, political and economic realities that create an environment where 

many people see guns as either necessary to their survival, or as proof of personal power. This 

mentality leads to an almost obsessive “the bigger the better” way of thinking about firearms. As a 

result, guns that were designed for military use during wartime have found their way into the hands 

of private citizens. Throughout our country, violence is widely accepted and has been normalized in 

our culture. Video games, movies, television shows, advertising media, and more is full of violent 

imagery. Therefore, any comprehensive approach to the problem of gun violence will need to take 

this into account. 

6. ECONOMIC PROFIT OF GUNS 

The United States gun industry, consisting of 465 different manufacturers and over 50,000 retailers, 

turns an annual profit of over 11 billion dollars. It employs over 35,000 people and contributes more 

than $123 million in federal taxes every year.9 Behind this enormous profit motivates a powerful 

political lobby via the National Rifle Association (NRA) and similar groups, making it difficult to pass 

meaningful and life-saving legislation. 

7. GENDER JUSTICE 

                                                             

8 http://libcloud.s3.amazonaws.com/9/f8/9/1098/1/mass_shootings_2009-13_-_jan_29_12pm.pdf (as accessed on 3/6/2013) 
9 https://www.statisticbrain.com/firearm-industry-statistics/ (as accessed on 3/5/18) 
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There is no getting around the fact that gun violence is far more likely to be perpetrated by men than 

by women. Two out of three privately owned guns are owned by men. Of the 97 mass shootings 

committed in the U.S. since 1982, 94 were perpetrated by men.10 Furthermore, according to 

research done by the Kaiser Family Foundation, during 2016, 86% of all gun deaths involved a male 

shooter.11 Therefore our response as a faith community needs to include a critical analysis and 

constructive response to what psychologists call “toxic masculinity” as a contributing factor to gun 

violence.  

THEOLOGICAL REFLECTIONS 
Persons who are disciples must give an account to God for themselves about the ways they have managed all 

that has been entrusted into their care. Persons of faith have the responsibility to wrestle with God about 

how gun ownership either sustains or hinders their life and their Christian witness. 

We understand that humanity has been created in the image and likeness of God. Genesis 1:26 (NRSV) reads 

“God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness.” Each human being carries that 

divine imprint with her or him. Believing that all human life is part of the sacred image of God, we are invited 

by God to do all that we can to prevent anything that threatens that life, including needless gun violence. 

Furthermore, Holy Scripture and our tradition tell us that God holds all accountable for their perpetration of 

violence and any injustice they perpetrate. For instance, the prevalence of violence is cited in Genesis 6:11-13 

(NRSV) as a primary reason for the flood. (“Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight, and the earth was filled 

with violence. And God saw that the earth was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted its ways upon the earth. 

And God said to Noah, "I have determined to make an end of all flesh, for the earth is filled with violence 

because of them; now I am going to destroy them along with the earth.” This is but one example among 

many where divine judgment is made upon those complicit to sustaining violent cultures. As people of faith, 

we need to push against our culture of violence. 

Finally, as disciples of Jesus Christ, we are taught that the way we treat the most vulnerable members of our 

society is the same way we treat God. We read, for example, in Matthew 25:40 that God will tell us one day 

“just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” Surely 

victims, and potential victims of gun violence,-whether it happens on our streets our schools, or in our 

homes- are among the “least of these” whom we are called to treat the same way we would treat God. 

By taking action to reduce gun violence in our country, we are intervening in the perpetuation of violence 

and seeking to preserve the sanctity of life. In the end, God’s last word to us is a word of life and death. Let us 

choose life. 

                                                             

10 https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2017/10/10/men-special-risk-guns-they-love/734961001/ (as accessed on 3/14/18) 
11 https://www.kff.org/other/state-indicator/firearms-death-rate-by-
gender/?currentTimeframe=0&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D (as accessed on 
3/14/18) 
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THE RECOMMENDATION 
Therefore, we recommend that our local churches support and advocate for the following measures:  

1. Convene Bible Studies and forums that provide an opportunity for people to converse about gun 

possession and gun violence and wrestle with some poignant questions such as: 

 Am I ready to pull the trigger and take a person’s life? 

 What conditions and circumstances, if any at all, are acceptable for killing another human being? 

 Does possession of a gun protect my family or make us more exposed to accidents, suicide or 

homicide? 

 What are the social, political and economic realities that may influence a person’s perception of a 

gun as a necessary tool for survival? 

 How have assault guns created for military usage have now become accessible and prevalently 

among people in our communities? 

 What is feeding the increasing demand for guns? 

 What alternative vision of power is offered to us by our faith? 

2. Teach people peace keeping alternatives for addressing conflict including mediation and negotiation. 

There are materials that can be consulted including, “Stop the Violence! - Educating Ourselves to 

Protect Our Youth,” written by Dr. Wilda “Wendy” K. Morris.  

3. Develop and/or participate in faith action groups pursuing initiatives to address gun violence. 

4. Call/visit/write elected officials to support and advocate for the following measures:  

 Ban assault weapons and prohibit the sale of large capacity ammunition magazines 

  Close the gaps in the background check system, including a requirement for criminal background 

checks for all sales at gun shows 

 Strengthen the regulation of gun dealers and purchasers, including universal background checks, 

better record keeping of gun transfers, and better reporting of lost or stolen guns 

 Repeal statutory restrictions that hamper the ability of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, 

and Explosives (ATF) to combat illegal gun trafficking 

  Develop new technologies to help law enforcement more effectively trace crime guns and 

develop safety features to childproof guns 

 Encourage local efforts to prevent and reduce gun violence 

 Urge firearms retailers to implement protocols aimed at preventing the sale of firearms to 

prohibited purchasers via “straw purchases” to third parties 

 Improve the National Violent Death Reporting System 

 Restore firearms research funding for the Center of Disease Control and Prevention 

  Strengthen record keeping of gun transfers 

 Make gun trafficking a federal crime 
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 Improve mental health services 

 Encourage greater social attention to the problems of mental illness 

 Address cultural issues regarding the pervasiveness of violence in entertainment and the media  

 Make anti-violence a prominent theme in our local church teaching, preaching, and worship 

Please call your Senators and Representatives today at 1-888-897-0174, identify yourself by name, city, and 

church affiliation, and urge them to enact the above reforms. Let it be known that we, in the Metropolitan 

New York Region of American Baptists have taken a stand on this important issue. 


